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Welcome to Worship 
Bethel UMC 

A United Methodist Faith Community 
 

November 27, 2022 * 11:00 am 
First Sunday of Advent 

 
 

Mission Statement: 
Proclaiming God’s love through Spiritual Growth, Grace, Prayer, 

Compassion, and Hope to All People. 
 

Welcome to Bethel!  We’re glad to have you join us for worship!   
We have a nursery available for those who need to change their 
infants.  However, due to COVID protocols, we do not have any 

nursery workers available at this time.  Children ages 3 and up are 
invited to come to Children’s Church in the Fellowship Hall 

following the Morning Anthem  
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Order of Worship 
(*Please stand as you are able) 

 
Entrance 

Gathering Music 
 

Welcome & Announcements  
 

* Hymn of Praise 
“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” (UMH #196) 

 

* Bringing in the Light & the Cross 
Acolytes 

* Call to Worship 
The Lord is getting us ready to receive a gift of great joy. 
Watch for this gift! 
Be vigilant and ready. For the gift is about to come. 

The promise of God is faithful and trustworthy. 
Watch, wait. The Gift is coming into the world! 
Praise be to God for such lavish love. AMEN. 

 

* Affirmation of Faith 
The Nicene Creed (UMH #880) 
 

* Gloria Patri 

“Glory Be to the Father” (UMH #70) 
(Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 

Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end.  Amen.) 
 

Blessing of the Advent Wreath 

Christ came to bring us salvation and has promised to come 
again.  Let us pray that we may always be ready to welcome 
him. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
That the keeping of Advent may open our hearts to God’s love, 
That the light of Christ may penetrate the darkness of sin, 

That this wreath may constantly remind us to prepare for the 
coming of Christ, 
That the Christmas season may fill us with peace and joy as 
we strive to follow the example of Jesus, 
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Loving God, your Church joyfully awaits the coming of its 
Savior, who enlightens our hearts and dispels the darkness 
of ignorance and sin. 

Pour forth your blessings upon us as we light the candles 
of this wreath. 
May their light reflect the splendor of Christ, who is Lord, 
for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Lighting of the First Advent Candle        Becky and Roger Doss 
Reader 1:  Today we light one candle – the Candle called 
HOPE, as a reminder that God’s promises are true. 

Reader 2:  We place our hope in God. 
Reader 1:  We place our lives in God’s care. 
Reader 2:  Come, all is ready.  Let the light of this one candle, 
called HOPE, bring brightness to your spirits. 

 

“Light Advent Candle” – Stanza 1 (TFWS #2090) 
 

Children’s Message 

The Lord’s Prayer (UMH #895) 
(Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 
the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen.) 

 

Blessing of the Chrismon Tree 
 Holy Lord, we come with joy to celebrate the birth of your 

Son, who rescued us from the darkness of sin by making 
the cross a tree of life and light.  May this tree, arrayed in 

splendor, remind us of the life-giving cross of Christ, that 
we may always rejoice in the new life that shines in our 
hearts.  We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

* Morning Anthem 
 “What Child Is This” (UMH #219) 
 

Morning Prayer 
 

Proclamation and Response 
Prayer for Illumination 
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 Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your 
Holy Spirit, that, as the Scriptures are read and your Word 
proclaimed, we may hear with joy what you say to us 

today. Amen. 
 

Scripture Readings 
 

Old Testament – Genesis 3:8-19 

8 They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the 

garden at the time of the evening breeze, and the man and his 

wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among 

the trees of the garden. 9 But the LORD God called to the man 

and said to him, “Where are you?” 10 He said, “I heard the 

sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was 

naked, and I hid myself.” 11 He said, “Who told you that you 

were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I 

commanded you not to eat?” 12 The man said, “The woman 

whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, 

and I ate.” 13 Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is 

this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent 

tricked me, and I ate.” 14 The LORD God said to the serpent, 

“Because you have done this, 
    cursed are you among all animals 

    and among all wild creatures; 
upon your belly you shall go, 
    and dust you shall eat 
    all the days of your life. 
15 I will put enmity between you and the woman 
    and between your offspring and hers; 

he will strike your head, 
    and you will strike his heel.” 

16 To the woman he said, 

“I will make your pangs in childbirth exceedingly great; 
    in pain you shall bring forth children, 
yet your desire shall be for your husband, 

    and he shall rule over you.” 
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17 And to the man he said, 

“Because you have listened to the voice of your wife 
    and have eaten of the tree 

about which I commanded you, 
    ‘You shall not eat of it,’ 
cursed is the ground because of you; 
    in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 
18 thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; 
    and you shall eat the plants of the field. 
19 By the sweat of your face 
    you shall eat bread 
until you return to the ground, 
    for out of it you were taken; 
you are dust, 
    and to dust you shall return.” 

 

Old Testament – Isaiah 7:14, 9:6-7 

14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, 
the young woman is with child and shall bear a son and shall 
name him Immanuel. 

~~~ 

6 For a child has been born for us, 
    a son given to us; 
authority rests upon his shoulders, 

    and he is named 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Great will be his authority,  
    and there shall be endless peace 
for the throne of David and his kingdom. 

    He will establish and uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 
    from this time onward and forevermore. 
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

 

Reader:  This is the Word of God for us, the People of God. 
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Congregation:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon       Pastor James Dettmer 
 

Thanksgiving and Communion 

Giving of God’s Tithes & Offerings 
 

* Doxology 
 “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” (UMH #95) 

 (Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all 
creatures here below; praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.) 
 

Sending Forth 
* Hymn of Dedication 

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (UMH #211) 
 

* Taking the Light of Christ to Our Community 
  Acolytes 

* Benediction 
 

* Postlude 
 

The Call to Worship is from Nancy C. Townley, “Call to Worship #1,” in Ministry Matters, “Worship 

Connection: November 27, 2022,” https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/4426/worship-

connection-december-1-2019.  

The Blessing of the Advent Wreath is from Book of Blessings, U.S.A., 20th Cent., “Blessing of the Advent 

Wreath,” in The United Methodist Book of Worship, ed. Andy Langford (Nashville, TN: The United Methodist 

Publishing House, 1992), 261. 

The Lighting of the First Advent Candle is from Nancy C. Townley, “Calls to Worship: Call to Worship #4,” 

in Ministry Matters, “Worship Connection: November 28, 2021,” 

https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/3267/worship-connection-november-28-2021.  

The Blessing of the Chrismon Tree is from Book of Blessings, U.S.A., 20th Cent., “Blessing of the 

Chrismon Tree,” in The United Methodist Book of Worship, ed. Andy Langford (Nashville, TN: The United 

Methodist Publishing House, 1992), 260. 

The Prayer for Illumination is from Thomas Anderson Langford III (gen. ed.), The United Methodist Book of 

Worship (Nashville, TN: The United Methodist Publishing House, 1992), 442.  

The Scripture quotations contained herein are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 
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Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 
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